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HABS No. Ill. 180

OCTAGON HOUSE
Mendota, LaSalle County, Illinois

Owner - Harry H. Wright

Date of Erection ~ About 1853

Bullder - Warren Clark (first owner)

Present Condition - Good

Number of Stories - Two

Materials of Construction - Frame construction, lime-
stone foundations, The siding is of hardwood, possi-
bly oak. Sqguare iron nalls were used In erecting this
bullding. The chimneys are of brick and the roof 1is
now of tin; the original materlial 18 not known.

Additional Data -~ The house, one of the first residences
in Mendota, has belonged to the following persons since
1t was s30ld by Warren Clark in 1863, Nathan and Caroline
Newport to 1888, John Goedtner to 1892; Joseph Weldner
to 1917; Amos Rutt to 1919 and Harry H. Wright to the
present time, 1937.

It 13 a3ald that the house was planned by someone in the
eaat to withstand the heavy wind and storms of the wes-
tern preairles. Others believe the octagon deslign was

to furnish the maximum of sunlight. Between 1850 and
1860 many octagon houses were bullt in the middle west,
all of about the same slze but varying in material.
There is a marked similarity in the plans. It is
thought that many were patterned after Thomas Jefferson's cowde
home in + However, the popularity of the de=-
aign soon gave out and we know of none bullt after 1860.
It 18 interesting to note that the octagon houses,
whether bullt of frame, stone or briclk, that have been.

8 brought to our attentlon are 3till in excellent conditilon.

Since 1892 the small psned sash in the Mendota house have
been replaced by single panes and & group of three windows
put into the north sitting room, replacing an original
group of twoe. The house originally had blinds which have
been removed. Also an early kitchen at the northeast as
well as a plcket fence has been taken away. Another
kitchen wing hag been added to the houss and & furnace
installed 1n the basement.
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Source - Mr. Harry H. Wright, present owner, who
has furnished coples of deed as well as an account
of hils personal lnterviews with former owners.
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